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Hyalofill and Aquacel Ag in diabetic foot ulcers
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Diabetic patients with neuropathic foot ulcers have impaired wound healing and infection can cause further delay in healing. Hyaluronic acid (HA) is integral to the wound healing process. Hyalofill (HF) provides HA to the wound and therefore enhances wound healing. Aquacel Ag (AAg) also with it’s silver component would facilitate wound healing. This retrospective study was done to investigate the benefit of a combination of HF and AAg in the chronic DFU Wagner grade 3 (i.e. with a sinus). 19 patients (14 males; all type 2 diabetic; mean age 61.3 years; mean HbA1c 8.1%) were included in the study. All patients had chronic neuropathic ulcers [mean (range) duration 9.9 (1-36) months]. 2 patients had osteomyelitis. Antibiotics (n=11) were prescribed where indicated. Combination HF and AAg was applied for mean (range) 8.3 (1-37) weeks. Ten DFU healed and 8 ulcers are ongoing and 1 patient died during follow-up. Of the 8 ongoing ulcers, all have improved and the sinuses have closed bar one. One patient developed plugging of the sinus and the treatment had to be changed to Aquacel Ag only. Combination treatment with Hyalofill and Aquacel Ag has a role in the treatment of diabetic foot ulcers, especially in those with sinuses. Further studies are indicated to substantiate the data in this pilot study.

